Boating Survey

[image: image1.wmf]
The Green Boating program is back and we need your help! 

Some boating activities can have negative impacts on our environment. For example, sewage discharge and use of chemical products may pollute our waters. 

With funds from the EcoAction Community Funding Program, the SBWA is promoting green boating practices to users of Shediac Bay. 

Most of Shediac Bay waters are closed to shellfish harvesting as a result of poor water quality. As such, improving water quality is of outmost importance to the SBWA for environmental, health, economical and historical reasons. The objectives of the Green Boating – What’s up with your wastes? program are to 1) investigate marine vessel waste disposal strategies to develop ways in which the SBWA can assist boaters with best boating practices, 2) increase the awareness of ecologically sensitive practices to maintain and enhance the water quality in our bay, 3) organize hazardous waste collections for pleasure craft wastes, and 4) create a webpage for local boaters on green boating practices. The webpage will be posted on the SBWA’s website (www.sbwa-abvbs.net). 
The SBWA’s mandate is to improve water quality for future generations. Therefore, we are conducting a survey among boaters to identify their boat maintenance practices. This will allow us to provide a better support to boaters regarding best maintenance practices. Further, all boaters will be invited to participate in an information session that will take place Tuesday August 30, 2005 at 7:00 pm. 

The survey was distributed on your boat by the staff at your marina.  An identified box will be placed at your marina to collect the completed surveys.  This survey can be completed on a voluntary basis and will remain confidential. 

As a boater, you can play your part to ensure your continued enjoyment of the waterways you use and value.  We are asking for your support to help this great cause. We would like to have a high participation rate to make this project a success! 

If you need support and assistance filing this survey, please contact us using the following contact information: 

Shediac Bay Watershed Association

164-A rue Pleasant St., Shediac, NB E4P 2L8
(506) 533-8880 or sbwa@nbnet.nb.ca
We greatly appreciate your cooperation and continuous support. Hope to see you all in August!


Sincerely,
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Executive Director

Boating Survey
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Date ______________2005         
Location:  Shediac Bay Marina____  Cocagne Cape Marina ____   Pointe-du-Chêne Marina____

Part 1: Boating Information 

1) What type of boat do you use?


power___                     sail___                    fishing___                         other___
2) How often do you go out during your boating season? 0-5____  5-10____  10-15____  >15____

3) Which of the following best describes your use of your boat? (Please chose in importance order or n/a)


___ day use


___ day use occasional overnight


___ live aboard

___ extended cruising


___ charter operation

___ other, specify:________________________________

4) What type of marine head do you use? (Please check one)


removable portable head (porta potti) ____     installed head ____     bucket ____      none ____
5) What type of on-board marine sanitation device do you have? (Please check one and refer to the diagrams)

a.  sewage holding tank with deck pump-out and over board discharged____

b.  sewage treatment device with holding tank deck pump-out and over board discharged ____


c.  no sewage holding tank – direct overboard discharge ____
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d.  other, please specify:____________________________________________________________
     
   
    a.





  b.




c.
6) If you have a sewage holding tank, what type of treatment product do you use? (please check one and identify the product)
      chemical, specify ________________       biological, specify __________________       none ____    
7) Is your boat equipped with a gray water (shower and dish water) holding tank?


yes___        no___        same as sewage holding tank ___

8) If you don’t have a sewage and/or gray water holding tank please indicate why in priority order:


___ cost


___ don’t think they are necessary


___ don’t like using chemicals


___ impossible to install in present boat


___ other, please specify_________________________________________________________
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Part 2: Awareness

On a scale from 1 to 5 (for questions 9 to 12)

9) Please rate the quality of the water where your boating activities are taking place:


poor                 1          2          3          4          5        excellent

10) To what extent does encountering pollution (water, noise, trash, etc.) reduce your 

boating enjoyment?


none               1          2          3          4          5        very much

11) To what extend do you feel boating activities decrease the quality of the water?


not at all        1          2          3          4          5        a lot

12) To what extent is your choice of cleaning and maintenance products, such as bilge cleaners, boat soaps, paints, odor treatment and others, is influenced by their environmental impacts?


none              1          2          3          4          5        very much

13) Does your marina have a place to dispose of used oil and filters, paint, batteries and other hazardous wastes safely?   


yes___        no___


14) Do you know if your marina is equipped to handle spills or other pollution incidents?   

yes___        no___

15) Do you know where to find the closest sewage pump-out station in your boating area?    


yes___        no___
17) How often in the past 12 months have you done each of the following? (indicate 0 for none or n/a) 

___ used oil-absorbent bilge pads


___ recycled used oil/filters


___ used a sewage and gray water pump-out station


___ discharged sewage into the environment


___ spilled fuel (any amount)


___ scrubbed your hull in the water


___ discharged oily bilge water into the aquatic environment

18) On a scale from 1 to 5, how knowledgeable would you say you are about:

a.  
Regulations prohibiting the discharge of pollution?



not at all          1          2          3          4          5        a lot

b.
Environmental impacts caused by sewage and other waste discharges?



not at all          1          2          3          4          5        a lot

c.
The different varieties of marine sanitation devices?



not at all          1          2          3          4          5        a lot

d. 
The different varieties of ecologic and more environmentally responsible products available?



not at all          1          2          3          4          5        a lot
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Part 3: Attitude

19) In priority order (from 1-9, or n/a if not applicable), what items do you think would most help boaters to protect the water quality of the bay?

___ increased environmental awareness by boaters of their impacts on the waters they 


       enjoy 


___ more pump-out stations


___ practical instruction on boat maintenance


___ more shore toilet facilities


___ more garbage and recycling facilities


___ more locations to dispose of hazardous products


___ better services and facilities provided by marinas and boatyards


___ grants and or technical assistance to install holding tanks


___ other, specify:______________________________________________________________

20) Ontario has an environmentally-conscious certification program for marinas. If there were such an operation here, on a scale from 1 to 5, how much would that certification influence your choice of marinas? 


not at all              1          2          3          4          5        very much

21) Would you support a green boating program in this area?


yes___        no___
If yes, how?





___ becoming a committee member





___ financial help or fundraising campaigns





___ other :__________________________________________________
22) Does a webpage informing local boaters about green boating practices appears useful to you?

yes___        no___

23) Do you plan on participating at the SBWA information session on green boating practices on Tuesday August 30, 2005 :


yes___        no___
Comments / Questions (to be addressed during the information session):

____________________________________________________________________________​​​​​​​​_______
____________________________________________________________________________​​​​​​​​_______
____________________________________________________________________________​​​​​​​​_______
____________________________________________________________________________​​​​​​​​_______
____________________________________________________________________________​​​​​​​​_______
____________________________________________________________________________​​​​​​​​_______
____________________________________________________________________________​​​​​​​​_______
Please bring back the survey to the identified collection box at your marina before August 22.
Thank you!
For more information or questions,

Please contact the Shediac Bay Watershed Association 
164-A Pleasant St., Shediac, N.B. E4P 2L8
(506) 533-8880 or sbwa@nbnet.nb.ca
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